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IMPORTANT DATES  

July 8
th

 JCAA Board Meeting 

July 27
th

 JCAA General Meeting (tentative) 

August 5
th

–8
th

 JCAA Heavy Hitter Fluke Tournament 

August 12
th

 JCAA Board Meeting 

September 4
th

 JCAA 26
th

 Annual Fluke Tournament  

September 10
th

 Awards Presentations   

Note from the Board of Directors 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association hopes you 

and your family are all healthy during these 

concerning times. There have been calls about 

upcoming events that JCAA is running or involved 

with. To keep informed, go to the JCAA web page or 

Facebook page for up to date information.  

We are planning two more raffles to try and 

make up for the loss of revenue from our events.  We 

need our member clubs to help in selling these tickets 

and increasing their sponsorship of JCAA to make up 

for loss of revenue. 

JCAA’S General meetings and Board 

meetings will also be done online.  If you are the 

person designated to be the club’s representative, 

please make sure you are on our JCAA email list as 

a club representative. 

JCAA Fundraisers 

Please Help Us Out! 

By Paul Haertel 

Currently JCAA has two fundraisers. One is 

that we are selling $25 gift cards Applebee’s 

Restaurant. JCAA will receive a check for $200 for 

every $1000 worth of cards we sell. The other 

fundraiser is our Hi-Roller raffle with prizes having a 

total value exceeding $3000. All of the shows that we 

normally sell these tickets at were cancelled this year 



 

so we really need you to help us out by buying some. 

Checks for either the gift cards or raffle tickets can be 

made out to JCAA and mailed to: JCAA, 1594 

Lakewood Rd., Unit 13, Toms River, NJ 08755. We 

will mail you the gift cards. Regarding the raffle 

tickets, we can fill them out for you and mail you the 

stubs or we can mail you books of tickets and you 

may fill them out and return them to us with your 

payment. Either way is fine and we appreciate your 

anticipated support. We also accept Paypal and credit 

cards. For more information call our office at 732-

506-6565. Please leave a message if no one answers 

and we will get back to you. 

 

2021 Hi-Roller Raffle Tickets - $3 each, 3 for $5 or 

a book of 7 for $10 

 

List of Prizes (retail values) 

 

1. Jersey Nutz Six Man Charter (6 hour, 6 man 

inshore weekday charter) – $950, Donated by 

Captains Robert and Cody Melton 

2. Star 6’ Handcrafted B03806SHC Conv. 

Rod/Canyon EX-16 Reel – $590, Donated by 

JCAA and Star Rods 

3. $500 gift Certificate from Fisherman’s 

Headquarters – $500, Donated by Fisherman’s 

Headquarters 

4. Fenwick 7’ HMG70MH-FC Conv. Rod/Shimano 

14 HG Reel – $320, Donated by Grumpys Tackle 

and Shimano 

5. Tica 12’ UEHA936502S Spinning Rod/ Tica 

Taurus TP5000S Reel – $300, Donated by Tica 

6. Collection of Custom Striper Plugs – $250, 

Donated by various plug builders  

Penn Battle 7’ BTLll815S70 Spinning Rod/Battle ll 

3000 Reel – $135, Donated by Pure Fishing 

President’s Report  

By John Toth 

 It is important that recreational anglers have a 

line of communication with members of the New 

Jersey Department of Environment Protection so that 

they are aware of our concerns and consider possible 

solutions to address them. Assistant DEP 

Commissioner Ray Bukowski reached out to me and 

others in the recreational community to have a 

meeting on May 10th to talk about these issues in a 

format that was brainstorming in nature with no set 

agenda that allows for an open discussion.  

 I have written a summary of this meeting that 

covers a number of issues that were discussed. By no 

means does it cover everything we talked about at this 

two-hour meeting.  

 I want to THANK Assistant Commissioner 

Bukowski and his staff for meeting with us! He 

intends to have similar meetings with other members 

of the recreational community. 

 As mentioned in my April President’s Report 

to you, it is important that we have representatives on 

important management councils like the Mid-Atlantic 

Marine Fisheries Management Council (MAMFC) to 

support the recreational fishing community. I wrote a 

letter on behalf of the JCAA to support the re-

appointment of Adam Nowalsky to this council and I 

also wrote a letter of JCAA supporting the nomination 

of Eleanor Bochenek to the MAMFC. This letter of 

JCAA support for Eleanor is in this newsletter. 

 Finally, the cloud over us with COVID-19 is 

beginning to lift and hopefully we will be back to 

normal times in the near future. We will still have to 

be cautions and are still under restrictions by 

Governor Murphy, but this dark cloud of COVID-19 

is starting to leave us! Thank God! 

 

Fisheries Management & 

Legislative Report  

By Tom Fote 

Menhaden Die Off 

I copy this release from the NJ Division of Fish & 

Wildlife web site.  Here is the link. It was posted to 

answer some of the questions on what is going on 

with menhaden.  
 

 

Menhaden Mortality and FAQs 

NJ DEP Release, April 27, 2021 
 

The NJ Department of Environmental 

Protection continues to investigate large menhaden 

die-offs impacting the Navesink and Shrewsbury 

https://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/news/2021/menhaden_update2_faqs.htm


 

rivers of Monmouth County. These mortality events 

appear to be only affecting Atlantic Menhaden, also 

known as bunker, an extremely abundant member of 

the herring family primarily harvested for bait and 

non-food commercial purposes. Similar largescale die-

offs have been reported since the fall in coastal areas 

from Rhode Island to New Jersey. 

Tests by the Division of Fish and Wildlife 

indicate that the bacterium causing these mortalities is 

Vibrio anguillarum, one of numerous Vibrio species 

that commonly occur in marine and estuarine 

environments. The DEP continues to work on better 

understanding the disease caused by this Vibrio 

infection in bunker and is working with the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission and other states 

in the region to better understand these mortalities. 

Bunker appear to be the only species impacted at this 

time and it is believed that they may be more 

susceptible to the impacts of this bacterium. This is 

likely driven by stressors present during the spring, 

including fluctuating water temperatures which may 

suppress the fish's immune system combined with the 

abundance and dense schooling nature of these fish, 

which enhances transmission of the bacterium. 

Menhaden are typically not eaten by people or 

fished recreationally. There is no indication that any 

other fish, shellfish, bird or wildlife species are being 

impacted by this bacterium. It is safe to continue 

eating other species of fish that prey on menhaden. 

However, it is always advised to properly cook all fish 

or shellfish before consuming and to never collect and 

consume dead fish or any that appear ill. 

This bacterium is generally not known to be 

harmful to humans. However, contact with water in 

areas where fish die-offs are occurring should be 

avoided as a precaution. Handling of dead or 

unhealthy appearing fish should be avoided, including 

collecting for bait. If handling is necessary for 

disposal purposes, wear appropriate protection, 

including gloves. 

Menhaden die-offs are expected to continue in 

the near term. The DEP will continue to provide 

information to local governments as appropriate and 

provide any public advice or advisories as necessary. 

The fish will naturally decompose and become part of 

the nutrient cycle in affected waterways. Local 

governments, at their discretion may remove fish from 

their riverbanks. 

 

To report a fish die-off, contact the DEP's hotline 

at 877-WARN-DEP (877-927-6337) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Since the fall, New Jersey has seen large numbers 

of mortalities of menhaden in coastal areas. What 

is causing the fish kills? 

This mortality has been observed to only affect 

Atlantic Menhaden (bunker). Based on necropsy and 

laboratory testing, the fish are infected with a 

bacterium known as Vibrio anguillarum, which causes 

the disease known as vibriosis. The DEP is continuing 

with research to characterize this bacterium and the 

disease it is causing in the bunker. Histopathology and 

microbiological testing demonstrated that this 

bacterium is causing a systemic infection impacting 

multiple organs of the fish, including the brain. 

Bacterial infection of the brain and its associated 

damage is most likely causing the neurologic signs 

observed in the fish. These neurologic signs can be 

seen as fish circling at the surface, swimming 

erratically or uncontrolled, and sometimes lethargic 

and unresponsive to stimuli. V. anguillarum is a 

common bacterium found in marine environments and 

outbreaks with the disease can be the result of other 

factors that may stress or compromise the immune 

system of the fish. In the spring and fall when these 

mortalities occur, fluctuating water temperatures may 

play a role in making fish more vulnerable to 

infection. The abundance and dense-schooling nature 

of bunker also enhance the transmission of the 

bacterium. 

Where are the fish kills occurring? 

In New Jersey, reports of the fish kills have come 

primarily from the Raritan Bay area, including the 

Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers. However, in the fall 

of 2020, reports of menhaden fish kills were reported 

in every state from New Jersey to Rhode Island, 

inclusive. Pathology tests were not conducted for all 

reported fish kills, but the timing of the kills and 

similarity of symptoms reported from kills throughout 

the region suggest they were all likely related. 

What are possible effects on other species of fish 

and wildlife? 

The mortality events have thus far only been 

documented in Atlantic Menhaden. No other fish or 

wildlife species have been documented to be affected 

by these mortality events. V. anguillarum has been 

reported in the literature to cause vibriosis in a variety 

of marine finfish (including but not limited to 

salmonids, Striped Bass, Winter Flounder, and 

Atlantic Cod), shellfish (including but not limited to 



 

hard clams and oysters), and crustaceans (including 

lobsters and shrimp). Though this bacterium is often 

an opportunistic pathogen in a wide range of marine 

species, these mortality events have thus far only 

impacted Atlantic Menhaden. This may be related to a 

number of factors including susceptibility of fish 

species to the bacterium, bacterial transmission factors 

that may be enhanced in dense schooling fish such as 

Atlantic Menhaden, and that Atlantic Menhaden may 

be particularly sensitive to some environmental 

stressors, such as fluctuating water temperatures. At 

this time, since no other species have been observed 

impacted, we do not believe that other fish and 

wildlife are being impacted. 

What are the possible effects on humans? 

Generally, V. anguillarum is a pathogen causing 

vibriosis in a wide range of marine finfish, shellfish 

and crustaceans. Though there are rare reports of V. 

anguillarum infecting humans, particularly when 

immunocompromised, this bacterium is generally not 

known to be pathogenic to humans. During bacterial 

epizootics in Atlantic Menhaden, it is likely that fish 

with vibriosis are shedding bacteria into the 

surrounding water. It is recommended that the public 

avoids handling the dead or diseased fish. If the fish 

must be handled for disposal, then proper protective 

equipment, such as gloves should be worn. Diseased 

or dead fish should not be consumed by humans and 

these fish should not be handled to be utilized as bait 

for other marine species. 

What are the possible effects on the menhaden 

population? 

Atlantic Menhaden is an abundant species that ranges 

between Nova Scotia, Canada and northern Florida. A 

recent stock assessment conducted by the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) 

reports that total biomass of the Atlantic Menhaden 

stock is over 4.5 million metric tons 

(www.asmfc.org/species/atlantic-menhaden), or 

approximately 10 billion pounds. Although the 

number of fish seen washing up on area beaches and 

waterways may appear alarming, the impact to the 

population as a whole has so far been negligible. The 

population model explicitly accounts for all sources of 

mortality, both natural (such as fish kills) and harvest. 

Menhaden mortalities have been reported as near 

annual events in the spring since the 1950s, though the 

numbers of fish impacted varies from year to year. 

The next stock assessment is scheduled to be 

conducted in 2022 and will incorporate information 

gathered from the ongoing mortality event. 

What is DEP doing to monitor the situation? 

Since the fall of 2020, DEP staff have responded to 

many calls regarding fish kills with visual inspection 

of the sites and collection of samples for pathology 

testing. In addition, NJDEP is working with other 

states and ASMFC to track the duration and 

magnitude of these events on a regional scale. If you 

see a fish kill and wish to report it, you should contact 

877-WARN-DEP (877-927-6332). 

NJDEP has deployed three continuous 

monitoring buoys in the Raritan Bay/Two Rivers area. 

These monitoring buoys collect water quality data for 

numerous parameters including dissolved oxygen and 

temperature. The buoys are deployed from May 

through October. The data collected may provide 

insight to the stressors and environmental factors 

impacting menhaden. One buoy is located in the 

Navesink River east of the Rt 35 bridge, the other two 

are in Keansburg and Keyport. The buoys should be in 

the water by mid- to late May and transmitting data to 

our continuous monitoring web page. 

What should I do (or not do) and who should I 

contact if I see a fish kill? 

Generally, the bacterium affecting the menhaden is 

pathogenic to marine finfish, shellfish, and 

crustaceans. As with any wildlife, the New Jersey 

Division of Fish and Wildlife recommends people do 

not handle, collect, or consume any dead fish or those 

showing signs of disease. If you see a fish kill, please 

contact the DEP at 877-WARN-DEP (877-927-6332). 

Will rising temps make this situation improve or 

get worse? 

Water temperature is an important factor in the 

ecology of disease in aquatic species. The efficiency 

of a fish's immune system is temperature-dependent 

and oftentimes cold-water temperatures will suppress 

a fish's immune system. Unlike mammals, fish are 

poikilotherms, meaning their body temperature 

fluctuates with the external water temperatures. In the 

fall and spring when water temperatures fluctuate, this 

may be an important stress factor that makes fish more 

susceptible to disease in these seasons. V. anguillarum 

has been reported in the literature to be most common 

in late summer and early fall when water temperatures 

are elevated. This is not consistent with observations 

we see in Atlantic Menhaden when these outbreaks 

are occurring during colder water temperatures. It is 

https://njdep.rutgers.edu/continuous/


 

hard to say if warmer water temperatures will worsen 

the impact of this bacterium in the fish population, but 

it is suspected that if there are wider temperature 

swings during the fall and spring, then this could 

worsen the impact of these mortality events. 

Will concerns cited in the past like oxygen 

depletion compound the problem? 

Low dissolved oxygen is a significant stressor to fish 

populations. Atlantic Menhaden are a highly active 

species and the high metabolism related to this 

activity makes them sensitive to low dissolved 

oxygen. To date, vibriosis-related mortality events 

have been associated with cool water which holds 

relatively more oxygen than warm water does. 

Atlantic Menhaden mortality events linked to depleted 

dissolved oxygen occur most frequently in the 

summer months, though heavy congregation of 

menhaden schools in smaller and/or poorly flushing 

estuaries during any time of year may cause depleted 

dissolved oxygen and mortality. If dissolved oxygen is 

depressed to sub-lethal levels, then this will likely be 

an additional stress factor to Atlantic Menhaden that 

can make them more vulnerable to opportunistic 

infections, such as vibriosis. 

Is it possible the bacteria is more prevalent based 

on local population densities? 

Atlantic Menhaden form large, dense schools which 

facilitate the transmission of disease among 

individuals. This bacterium is likely spread between 

fish through the water. It is suspected that fish with 

clinical vibriosis are shedding large amounts of the 

bacterium. It is possible that some fish are persisting 

in our region during the cooler months instead of 

migrating to southern or offshore waters. This may 

expose fish to cooler water and larger temperature 

swings, which could suppress the fish's immune 

system and leave them more vulnerable to 

opportunistic bacterial infections. 

Will the decomposing fish affect water quality 

locally? 

Fish kills occur naturally and generally do not cause 

any long-term effects on water quality. However, in 

the short term, it is recommended that bathers avoid 

swimming, surfing, etc. in areas of active fish kills. 

Anyone entering the water in an affected area should 

wash exposed skin and clothing thoroughly with soap 

and water after contact with the water. The NJ Bureau 

of Marine Water Monitoring has been informed of the 

fish kills and is working in conjunction with Fish & 

Wildlife to analyze potential stressors which may 

impact the menhaden as well as monitoring water 

quality. New Jersey's beach program partners with the 

NJ Department of Health, County and local Health 

Departments to monitor recreational bathing beaches. 

NJ beaches typically open on Memorial Day and 

begin preseason testing two weeks prior. There are no 

recreational bathing beaches on the Navesink or 

Shrewsbury Rivers, but there are recreational bathing 

beaches on Raritan Bay. Pathogen testing will occur 

prior to opening bathing beaches to ensure water 

quality is within recreational bathing standards and 

safe for primary contact. Information and beach 

monitoring data is available at njbeaches.org. 

Who is responsible for cleaning up areas and 

disposing of fish? 

Small to moderate sized fish kills generally take care 

of themselves over time, through scavenging by birds, 

fish, crabs, and other wildlife, and by fish washing out 

with the tide. Larger fish kills, or areas with low 

flushing rates where fish may accumulate or persist 

longer, such as lagoons and marinas, will also 

eventually clear up if left alone. However, this natural 

process takes time and may result in aesthetic impacts. 

If I want to clean up dead fish on or around my 

property, what should I do and how can I dispose 

of the fish I collect? 

DEP encourages property owners and others 

concerned with this situation to take responsibility for 

safety and lawfully managing dead fish by: 

 

 Avoiding direct physical contact with dead fish to 

reduce exposure to bacteria 

 Routinely rake or shovel dead fish back into the 

water 

 If the quantity is manageable (and this can be 

affected by the frequency of removing the fish) 

place the fish into well sealed multiple layers of 

trash bags and dispose of them with your 

household trash. (Protect against hungry critters!) 

If residents, businesses, or local officials are 

concerned about possible impacts, the property owner 

or municipality may take steps to remove the dead fish 

from the beach and surrounding areas. Residents and 

business owners should take necessary precautions to 

limit contact, by wearing protective equipment such as 

boots and gloves if collecting fish. Fish may be 

bagged and discarded with other refuse. The DEP is 

https://njbeaches.org/


 

continuing to discuss and work with local government 

officials on more scaled clean up options. Questions 

regarding disposal may be directed to the Division of 

Solid and Hazardous Waste at 609-633-1418. 

Can you expand on other partnering organizations 

who are assisting with the research? 

The DEP continues to coordinate with the New Jersey 

Department of Health. Further, New Jersey has been 

in regular contact with staff from the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) regarding fish kills in shared waters of the 

Raritan Bay, and is cooperating with the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission who are 

coordinating a multistate effort to monitor the 

situation on a regional level. Staff from the Office of 

Fish and Wildlife Health and Forensics have also been 

collaborating with partners from numerous fish health 

laboratories, such as Cornell University and the US 

Geological Service to identify and research the 

underlying cause of mortality. 

Have other species been reported affected? 

V. anguillarum has been observed in other species of 

fish, shellfish, and crustaceans in both wild 

environments and aquaculture systems. However, at 

this time, there is no indication that other species are 

being affected during this mortality event. 

Is it safe to eat other fish who may have eaten 

menhaden affected by the bacteria? 

There is no indication that other fish species are being 

impacted by this mortality event. It is advised to 

always avoid eating any fish that shows obvious 

disease signs and to cook your fish thoroughly before 

consumption. If following these guidelines, then it is 

safe to consume the fish. 

Report on May 10th Meeting 

with NJ DEP Assistant 

Commissioner Ray Bukowski 

By John Toth 

 In an effort to obtain feedback on what 

recreational anglers think that are important issues 

facing this industry, Ray Bukowski, Assistant 

Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection, convened a meeting on 

May 10
th

 at the Assunpink Central Region Office with 

invited anglers and members of the NJ DEP. The 

recreational anglers included: John Toth (JCAA), John 

DePersenaire (RFA), Rob Winkel (NJOA), Ed 

Goldman (RFA, NJ), and Dick Herb, NJ Marine 

Fisheries Council. Representatives from the NJ DEP 

included: David Golden, Director, Fish & Wildlife, 

Joe Cimino, Administrator, Marine Fisheries, and Jeff 

Brust, Research Scientist, Fish & Wildlife. 

 This meeting had no set agenda since it was 

basically a brainstorming session on future objectives 

the NJ DEP can work toward to support and improve 

access and the health of critical fisheries. There was 

no expectation or commitment expected from any 

guests since the discussion was geared to just open 

dialogue. This meeting lasted for two hours. I cannot 

cover all of the issues that were raised at this meeting, 

but I will give you a brief overview of this meeting. 

Flawed Data – This is a major problem that needs 

fixing! We all know of many instances of data that is 

terribly wrong like we caught so many fluke just after 

Sandy struck even though many boats simply 

disappeared and littered our shorelines. From this 

flawed data, draconian quotas are applied to fluke, 

blackfish and other fisheries. These draconian quotas 

have devastating effects on our recreational fishing 

industry resulting in many for-hire fishing boats going 

out of business along with related industries like 

tackle shops. In essence, we are in a slow death spiral 

of this industry with 24% less recorded fishing trips in 

2019. 

 What can be done to address this issue? It was 

mentioned that more funds should be allocated to 

improve data since only $11 million has been 

allocated by the federal government to improve data 

collection methods since 1980! Given the money the 

federal administration is spending on a variety of 

programs, this $11 million could be significantly 

increased to improve data collection. The Magnuson-

Stevens Act restrains what actions fishing managers 

can take to improve our fishing industry. More 

flexibility with this legislation would be helpful to 

give more latitude to fishing management to ease 

restrictions on harmful quotas. In changing the 

Magnuson Stevens Act, we would need the help of 

our legislators like Congressman Pallone, our senators 

and other legislators. 

Economic Impact – the Magnuson-Stevens Act 

stipulates that when new fishing regulations are 

proposed by fishing management, an economic impact 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/


 

statement must be included. What would be the 

impact of these new regulations on the recreational 

fishing industry like the for-hire fleet and tackle 

shops. I have seen many proposals for new fishing 

regulations, but I have not seen the economic impact 

statement that should accompany them. 

New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council March 4
th

 

meeting on fluke regulations for 2021 -  This 

meeting generated a lot of controversy since Council 

members decided to vote for an earlier fluke season 

(May 22
nd

 to September 19
th

) even though the 

majority of anglers voted in a survey for the longer 

season (May 28
th

 to September 28
th

). This created a 

no-win situation for the Marine Fisheries Council 

since the inshore fishing for fluke in the southern part 

of our state has fluke entering into its inshore bays and 

rivers earlier than in the northern part of our state. If 

the council votes for a later season, this adversely 

affects fluke fishing in the southern part of our state. 

 This issue always comes up in the Advisory 

meetings I attend to discuss fluke regulations for the 

coming year. Discussion to resolve this issue included 

a shorter size limit for fluke – perhaps to 17 ½ inches 

or establishing boundaries to delineate where the 

southern section would begin in our state. Something 

needs to be done to resolve this issue since no matter 

how the NJ Marine Fisheries Council votes to 

establish a new fluke season, it will not satisfy angers 

who fish in the inshore waters of the southern part of 

our state or anglers in the north who prefer a longer 

fishing season. 

Why can’t we be like Florida? – Rob Winkel visits 

Florida regularly and reported how much this state 

takes care of its salt water anglers with nice fishing 

ramps and other amenities. He pointed out that their 

bridges have locations on them for anglers to fish 

from. With the money coming into New Jersey from 

the Biden administration, perhaps some of this money 

can be dedicated to improve amenities in our state like 

Florida has for its anglers 

Angler Registry issue – when it comes to distributing 

federal funding or having political clout during 

discussions with members of other states during 

fishing management meetings, our state is under 

represented since it only has about 250,000 registered 

anglers. Other states with lower populations than New 

Jersey have more registered anglers and receive more 

federal funding than ours. When it comes to political 

clout, New Jersey can claim it has only 250,000 

anglers while other states can show it has much more 

than us even though we have a much larger 

population. 

 Dick Herb mentioned that when he talked to 

some anglers, they claim that they are registered, but 

are under the mistaken perception that they only need 

to register once with our state. Registration in New 

Jersey is required each year and it is free. The DEP 

representatives indicated that they will focus on an 

outreach program to get more anglers to register for 

our state.  (By the way, to register for New Jersey go 

to this link on the NJ DEP website.) 

Multi-Year regulations – Every year, we go through 

some type of drama about what our regulation should 

be for our fisheries. Perhaps we should have 

regulations for a two-year period instead of annually. 

This would be helpful for the for-hire fleet since they 

and their customers would know what the regulations 

would be to book their charters. 

Staggered regulations – When one fishing season 

ends, another one should start shortly after it. All too 

often, we have gaps between fishing seasons and the 

for-hire fleet sits mostly idle until the next one begins. 

For example, this year’s fluke season ends on 

September 19
th

 and the sea bass season starts on 

October 8
 
(18 days). Since the sea bass stocks are in 

great shape, why can’t the sea bass season start earlier 

so that there is not such a gap until October 8th?  

There are other ways to close this gap. But that is just 

one example. 

 Only one issue was off the table for discussion 

and that one is windmills. This issue is complex and 

would require an entire meeting, limiting discussion 

on other issues.  

 I want to THANK Ray Bukowski and his 

staff for meeting with us to have this sharing of 

information with us. Ray indicated that he intends to 

meet with other stakeholder groups also for their 

input. 

 

 

JCAA Letter in Support of 

Eleanor Bochenek 
 

Nicholas Pieper                

April 30, 2021 

Fishery Management Council Appointment Process 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

 

https://nj.gov/dep/saltwaterregistry/


 

Dear Mr. Pieper: 

 

 The Jersey Coast Anglers Association strongly 

recommends that you appoint Ms. Eleanor Bochenek 

to the Mid-Atlantic Marine Fisheries Management 

Council (MAMFC). 

 To best serve the MAMFC, this position 

requires a person to have an extensive background 

with the fishing industry and Eleanor Bochenek 

certainly possesses this qualification. For example, 

she presently holds the position of Director, Fisheries 

Cooperative Center for Rutgers University. In this 

position, she works directly with commercial and 

recreational fishing industries concerning their issues. 

For example, her current and past projects include a 

hook and line survey to estimate spatial population 

dynamics of black sea bass, collection of sex, age and 

length data of commercial and recreational (for-hire) 

summer flounder landings from Massachusetts to 

North Carolina. She has an extensive background of 

doing research projects concerning the biological 

aspects of various marine species.  

 She currently is a member of the New Jersey’s 

Marine Fisheries Council and is attuned to the 

managerial issues and challenges facing the fishing 

industry, both recreational and commercial. She has 

been in this position for over 10 years. She is well 

spoken and has given numerous lectures to 

organizations on fishing-related issues. She has earned 

the respect of her peers as well as well as members of 

the recreational and commercial communities. 

Additionally, she is an avid angler and, as such, has 

hands-on experience with fishing and enjoys it 

tremendously! 

 The Jersey Coast Anglers Association strongly 

recommends your appointment of Eleanor Bochenek 

to the MAFMC due to her extensive background and 

experience with the fishing industry.  She will be a 

valuable asset to the MAFMC in its continuing efforts 

to improve fishing opportunities for all anglers in our 

country.   

 

Very truly yours, 

John Toth, President 

 

CC: Senators Cory Booker, Robert Menendez 

CC: Tom Fote, JCAA Legislative Liaison 

Amazon Smile 

By Paul Turi, Office Manager 

 Amazon Smile is a program where Amazon 

donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to the charitable organization selected by its 

customers. JCAA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization and is registered with Amazon Smile to 

receive these donations from Amazon.  If you would 

like to support JCAA in this manner, whenever you 

buy something on Amazon, simply go to 

smile.amazon.com whenever you make a purchase 

from Amazon and when asked indicate the Jersey 

Coast Anglers Association as the charitable 

organization you would like the donation to go to.  

You will still get the same price you would normally 

get but Amazon makes the 0.5% of the purchase price 

donation to JCAA.  It’s that simple and it is a great 

way to support JCAA. 

Youth Education Report 

By Greg Kucharewski 

NJSGC’s “JERSEY SHORE” 

PHOTO CONTEST 

This is a great opportunity for youngsters to 

experience photographing the beautiful Jersey Shore.  

If you have a photo that captures some of New 

Jersey’s beaches, enter it in the NJSGC’s revamped 

“Favorite Beaches of the Jersey Shore” photo contest! 

Ultimately, the top twelve photos will be used to 

create New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium’s annual 

desktop calendars for 2022.  Visit their website for 

rules and how to submit your photograph at this link.  

NJ HOFNOD FISHING CHALLENGE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5
TH 

The Hooked-on Fishing-Not on Drugs 

Program's Youth Fishing Challenge is a statewide 

event to promote fishing among youths and their 

families. NJ Fish and Wildlife sponsors the program, 

and it is being held on the first of the state's two Free 

Fishing Days, Saturday, June 5, when no license is 

http://njseagrant.org/communications/


 

required to fish regardless of age.  Visit their website 

and find a location near you.  This free event is open 

to youths age 20 and under to promote fishing among 

youths and families. Register today at this link. 
 

 

 

5
th

 ANNUAL VETERANS AND KID’S WISH’N 

TO GO FISH’N 

Last year organizers combined the Play 

HOOK-e Take a Veteran Fishing Day with the Kid’s 

Wish’n to go Fish’n program.  Veterans enjoyed 

fishing and helping youngsters learn to fish so event 

organizers decided to duplicate the event format. 

Veterans and youngsters with disabilities and other 

special needs are welcome to register for the 5
th

 

Annual Kid’s Wish’n to go Fish’n and Play HOOK-e 

Take a Veteran Fishing Day at Ponderosa Estates 

Farm, Millstone Township.  Don Marantz, Event 

Chairman, Vito Cardinale, Cardinale Enterprises, and 

Randy Johnson, Laurita Winery always make this a 

fun event for children with disabilities and other 

special needs.  The event includes a fishing fun day 

for children and honoring disabled veterans, along 

with active-duty military from Joint Base McGuire-

Dix-Lakehurst, on Saturday, August 21, 2021,
 
9:00 

a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

The goal of the veteran, active-duty military, 

and children fishing day is to feel the health benefits 

of getting in touch with nature while making good 

memories with friends and family. 

Attendees and their guests are invited to fish at 

Lake Julianna to catch and release big fish and then 

join Mr. Vito Cardinale and his staff of volunteers for 

a free BBQ that will provide soft drinks, pizza, 

hamburgers & hot dogs, and other goodies.  

Admission is free but registration is mandatory 

through EventBrite at this link.  Disabled Veterans 

and special needs children with mobility challenges 

will have use of 4x4 transportation around the lake, 

along with fishing assistance if needed.  Project 

Healing Waters Fly Fishing Jersey Shore Chapter will 

assist with fly fishing instruction.  Boating Education 

and Rescue (B.E.A.R.) will bring their mobile 

education booth and “Hooked on Fishing not On 

Drugs” loaner rods and reels.  Mike and Debbie 

Bennett B.E.A.R. and volunteers will teach youngsters 

and families about fishing ethics. 

Don Marantz, Event Chairman stated: “We 

have plenty of door prizes, terminal tackle, bait, and 

other fishing equipment available to ensure that 

participants have an enjoyable time at Lake Julianna.    

“Come out and catch a smile.”  Things you might 

want to bring to have and enjoyable time: Folding 

Chairs, Blanket, Hand Sanitizer, Sunglasses, Rod and 

Reel, Lucky Fishing Cap, Sunscreen/Bug Spray, 

Pliers, Wet Weather Gear/Footwear, and Fishing 

Cloth.  This is a catch and release event, please use 

barbless fishing hooks.  No boats, rafts or wading in 

the water.   

The event is sponsored by Cardinale 

Enterprises, Laurita Winery, and supported by 

Vietnam Veterans of America Shore Area Chapter 12, 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Boating 

Education and Rescue, and the Jersey Coast Anglers 

Association.   

To register for this free event visit VVA 

Chapter 12, Shore Area Chapter Play Hook-e page. 
 

 

https://www.njfishandwildlife.com/hofnod_ythchallenge.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/5th-annual-kids-wishn-to-go-fish-n-free-tickets-155659135665
https://www.vvachapter12.net/play-hook-e-1.html

