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Salt Water Sportsman National Seminar 

Series Ready for Atlantic City 
 

 

Series Presented by Bass Pro Shops 

Ticket sales have been brisk for the February 8, Salt 

Water Sportsman National Seminar Series at Resort 

Casino Hotel, in Atlantic City. 

Hosting the 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. event will be 

George Poveromo, Host of George Poveromo's 

World of Saltwater Fishing on the Discovery Channel. 

Nick Honachefsky will serve as c o-host, a noted 

writer, author, TV personality and New Jersey fishing 

authority.  Joining Poveromo and Honachefsky in 

Atlantic City will be: 

 Captain Rich Wilkowski - Renowned monster 

blackfish, sea bass and Golden tilefish pro, and 

offshore fishing expert aboard the Point Pleasant 

Beach-based, Jersey Hooker! 

 Captain Joe Cunningham - Noted Sea Isle City-

based authority on trolling for trophy stripers and 

tunas, and offshore jigging and deep-dropping, with 

Relentless Fishing!  

 Captain Ray Lopez - Innovative specialist at 

trolling for trophy stripers, and offshore fishing 



 

authority with the Forked River-based, Miss Liane 

Sportfishing! 

 Captain Liane Lopez - Authority on fishing New 

Jersey's inshore and offshore waters, and captain 

aboard the boat releasing the most white marlin 

during the 50th Annual White Marlin Invitational 

tournament! 

 Ryan Degraw - Manasquan-based trophy striped 

bass pro and specialist at jigging, trolling and 

chunking for tunas! 

 Captain Tom Daffin - Premier Cape May-based 

trophy striped bass, fluke, wreck and offshore 

fishing authority with Fishin’ Fever Sportfishing!  

 Dante Soriente - Noted Beach Haven-based 

authority on catching trophy class blackfish and 

jig-fishing the Jersey coast! 

 Scott Newhall - Absecon-based authority on 

fishing New Jersey's back bays, inlets and beaches 

for striped bass and trophy fluke, with Time Out 

Charters! 

 Captain David Wicker – Noted specialist at using 

marine electronics to locate and catch more fish!  

 Captain Alan Wenzel - South Florida-based 

authority on offshore live-baiting and trolling as 

well as conventional- and deep-drop bottom-

fishing!  

"The National Seminar Series has become the nation’s 

longest-running and most popular educational course 

on recreational marine angling tactics and techniques," 

says Poveromo. "This is year number 33 for the tour 

and the backbone to its success has always been the 

vast amount of cutting edge and pertinent how-to 

information on catching more and bigger game fish 

within the waters of the respective Seminar Series 

stop. This information is explained in great detail by 

some of the very best saltwater anglers, and each 

session is backed by elaborate visuals that include 

video bytes, technical- and action-oriented images and 

on-stage demonstrations. One can’t help but to walk 

away from the seminar with numerous new tricks and 

techniques, regardless of their experience level". 

Courses for the February 8, seminar will focus on 

striped bass, trophy fluke tactics, secrets to fishing the 

back bays, deep jigging tactics, wreck fishing; 

blackfish, sea bass, chumming, kite fishing for sharks 

and tunas, cutting edge trolling tactics for wahoo and 

tunas, how to find and fish near shore and offshore 

surface temperature breaks, and much, much more.  

The Seminar Series kicks off at 9:00 a.m. and will 

conclude by 3:00 p.m. with a one-hour break at noon. 

Considered to be the best bargain in sportfishing, a 

seminar series ticket is only $55.00. 

The ticket price covers five hours of instruction from 

the best pros in the business, a course textbook, a one-

year subscription or extension to Salt Water 

Sportsman, one Roffer's Ocean Fishing Forecast 

Analysis, bottle of OrPine Wash & Wax, bottle of Star 

tron fuel treatment, bottle of Corrosion Block, a 

$10.00 discount card off any purchase of $75.00 or 

more from Bass Pro Shops and chances to win 

thousands of dollars’ worth in door prizes! The grand 

prize at the conclusion of the New Jersey seminar is a 

Florida Keys fishing trip with one of several premier 

guides. The super grand prize, to be awarded two 

weeks after the conclusion of the 2020 series, is a new 

Mako Pro Skiff 17 cc! 

At the conclusion of the seminar, an After Seminar 

Party will be held inside the Bass Pro Shops in 

Atlantic City. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. and concluding 

at 6:00 p.m., seminar participants and a guest of their 

choice can enjoy socializing with many of the seminar 

faculty, Poveromo included. There will be 

complimentary food, soft drinks and music. A cash 

bar will be on hand. 

How to Register - To pay with Visa, MasterCard and 

American Express, call (800) 448-7360, or register 

on-line, visit: www.nationalseminarseries.com.  

About Salt Water Sportsman’s National Seminar 

Series - In its 33rd year, the Salt Water Sportsman 

National Seminar Series is the nation’s longest 

running and most popular educational seminar on 

recreational marine angling. Featuring George 

Poveromo, SWS’s Editor-At-Large, and Host of 

"George Poveromo’s World of Saltwater Fishing" on 

the Discovery Channel, Poveromo will take the stage 

at each location, along with teams comprised of Salt 

Water Sportsman editors, nationally-recognized 

anglers and some of the region’s top guides. Their job: 

Cover in explicit detail the how-tos and where-tos of 

catching the most popular game fish within a specific 

Seminar Series region, along with the latest rigging 

and fishing techniques. 

 

http://www.nationalseminarseries.com/


 

President’s Report 

By Mark Taylor 

I hope everyone enjoyed a great Christmas, New Year 

and all other celebrations during that time of the year. 

As I mention in last month’s JCAA Newsletter, I 

made phone calls to all the clubs that I had contact 

numbers for to see who was going to attend the 

December meeting. After all the phone calls, I made 

the call to postpone the December meeting because 

there was not going to be a quorum. Everyone that I 

talked to were busy with their families preparing for 

the upcoming holidays which are very important. I 

always say that family comes first and all other 

activities second. Because there was no meeting in 

December the new officers were not voted in to their 

elected positions. I am asking that all clubs send a 

representative so this important item can be addressed.  

JCAA is looking into using technology so more 

people can participate and learn up to the minute 

information. As many of you know, we have a 

Facebook page which we try to update as information 

comes in. This page is for civil communications on 

the issues or topics. This is not a place for individuals 

to get nasty and argue.  JCAA also use an email alert 

system to get information out too, but we need correct 

email addresses. If you want to get emails stop by one 

of the JCAA’s booths at any of the upcoming shows 

and give your contact information. The newest 

technology that we are looking into using is webinar 

meeting type of system. This would be a great step 

forward in getting those clubs that travel from the 

ends of New Jersey to attend the monthly meetings an 

option not to travel every time but still get the 

important information firsthand.  I will be working 

with the new membership secretary to update all the 

clubs’ information which as you can see is very 

important. We will be asking each club to give two 

names with contact information, such as phone 

numbers and email addresses. We as a group need to 

be better connected and involved or we as a user 

group will lose in the end. 

If you belong to a Saltwater Fishing Club that fishes 

the great water off New Jersey and aren’t a member 

club of Jersey Coast Anglers Association (JCAA) but 

want to, there are several ways to do this. You can call 

the JCAA Office at 732-506-6565, stop by a JCAA 

Booth at one of the shows, email JCAA at 

jcaa@jcaa.org, or fax to 732-506-6975. We all need to 

join forces and unite for the issues that affect 

something we all love, so get involved. 

Be on the lookout for the new proposed regulations on 

Striped Bass which should be out very soon. 

Show Time 

Time is running out for me putting together the list of 

volunteers for the upcoming events that JCAA will be 

at. In order to have enough people to do things right 

we need you to help. If you are unable to volunteer to 

work for the whole day, working half the hours is 

great too. If you can help, contact me ASAP 

mtsport64@aol.com and put in the subject “Name of 

the Event.” 

 2020 National Seminar Series featuring George 

Poveromo, February 8
th

 in Atlantic City 

 Atlantic City Boat Show at Atlantic City 

Convention Center 

February 26
th

 – March 1
st
  

o Wednesday Feb. 26
th

 – 11am to 8pm 

o Thursday Feb. 27
th

 – 11am to 8pm 

o Friday  Feb. 28
th

 – 11am to 8pm 

o Saturday Feb. 29
th

 – 10am to 8pm 

o Sunday Mar. 1
st
 – 10am to 6pm 

 Saltwater Fishing Expo at New Jersey 

Convention and Exposition Center 

March 13
th

 – March 15
th

  

o Friday  Mar. 13
th

 – 12am to 8pm 

o Saturday Mar. 14
th

 – 10am to 6pm 

o Sunday Mar. 15
th

 – 10am to 5pm 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association will always be there 

for you, but we need more people to get involved to 

help protect the future of our fisheries. There is power 

in numbers. 

  

 
 

The next JCAA General Meeting is February 25
th

 at 

385 Herbertsville Road, Brick NJ, 08724. 

mailto:JCAA@JCAA.org
mailto:mtsport64@aol.com


 

Fisheries Management & 

Legislative Report  

By Tom Fote  

Where we are in 2020 Management 

Both ASMFC and New Jersey Bureau of 

Marine Fisheries are still up in the air on what needs 

to be done on striped bass and bluefish.  As I am 

writing this article, NJ Marine Fisheries Council and 

the Bureau of Marine Fisheries have begun the 

advisory process.  They have submitted and will be 

submitting conservation equivalency on these species.  

I am not sure what those proposals will be but it is 

important for you to keep up to date on what is 

happening.   

Feb 24th Scoping Hearing #3 - Summer Flounder, 

Scup, and Black Sea Bass Commercial / 

Recreational Allocation Amendment 

 The Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management 

Council and ASMFC will do scoping hearings on the 

recreational and commercial allocation for these 

species.  This is where history is important.  With all 

the new MRIP numbers, the recreational community 

has found out that NMFS has been underestimating 

the size of the recreational fisheries catch numbers.  

The perfect example is summer flounder where they 

increased the commercial fishery by 49% based on the 

recreational catch being larger than originally 

estimated.  Of course, this means that the original 

quota split was incorrect and it now needs to be 

adjusted.  It is extremely interesting that it only took 4 

months to increase the commercial quota by 49% 

while doing nothing for the recreational quota. The 

recreational community cannot wait 3 years as the 

Councils and NMFS drag their heels on reallocation.  

Scup is another prime example of how we were 

unfairly punished by reallocating our quota under the 

existing numbers to the commercial side.  With the 

new numbers it is even more justified to demand a 

higher quota.  

 We will have another copy of the JCAA 

Newspaper available before the scoping hearing in 

February and I am asking JCAA Board members to 

write articles for the next edition.  The one thing I can 

tell you is this is a call to arms.  If we don’t get the 

proper split and start rehabilitating the recreational 

fishery, there will be no recreational fishery as we 

currently know it.  The recreational fishery has been 

dying by a thousand cuts in the last 35 years.  We 

need the national recreational fishing organizations to 

start putting added pressure on Congress and NMFS 

to fast track the readjustment of the quotas and make 

sure that the new numbers are used for decision-

making.  I am tired of hearing just wait until we 

rebuild the stocks and you will start seeing fish.  The 

recreational and commercial communities have not 

seen the quotas increased with the rebuilding of the 

stocks.  We have made the sacrifices necessary to 

rebuild the stocks but have not seen any benefit.   

 You need to get involved or there will be no 

recreational fishery for your children or grandchildren.  

Stop looking at your phone or computer and attend 

meetings to let your voice be heard.  The future is 

yours.   
 

 

MAFMC and ASMFC to Hold Scoping 

Hearings for Summer Flounder, Scup, and 

Black Sea Bass Commercial/Recreational 

Allocation Amendment 
  

MAFMC News Release, 1/7/2020 
 

For north NJ, meeting will be Monday, February 24, 

6:00-8:00 PM - Belmar Municipal Court Room, 601 

Main Street, Belmar, NJ 07719; Contact: Joe Cimino, 

609-748-2020. 

 The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council (Council) and the Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission (Commission) have scheduled 

a series of scoping hearings to gather public input on 

the range of issues and information to be considered in 

the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 

Commercial/Recreational Allocation Amendment. 

Hearings will be held February 13 – March 3. Written 

comments will be accepted through March 17, 2020. 

All comments provided at public hearings or in 

writing will be presented to the Council and 

Commission.   

 This amendment will consider potential 

modifications to the allocations of catch or landings 

between the commercial and recreational sectors for 

summer flounder, scup, and black sea bass. The 

commercial and recreational allocations for all three 

species were set in the mid-1990s based on historical 

proportions of landings (for summer flounder and 

black sea bass) or catch (for scup) from each sector. In 

http://mailto:Joseph.Cimino@dep.nj.gov/


 

July 2018, the Marine Recreational Information 

Program released revisions to its time series of catch 

(harvest and discards) estimates. These revisions 

resulted in much higher recreational catch estimates 

compared to previous estimates, affecting the entire 

time series of data going back to 1981. Some changes 

have also been made to commercial catch data since 

the allocations were established. The current 

commercial and recreational allocation percentages 

for all three species do not reflect the current 

understanding of the recent and historic proportions of 

catch and landings from the two sectors. This 

amendment will consider whether changes to these 

allocations are warranted. 

 Scoping is the first and best opportunity to 

raise concerns related to the scope of issues that will 

be considered. You are encouraged to submit 

comments on which options may or may not be useful 

or practical for meeting the goal of this action and any 

other relevant issues the Council and Commission 

should consider. 

Learn More 

 The Scoping & Public Information Document 

contains background information on summer flounder, 

scup, and black sea bass management and on issues 

that may be addressed in the amendment, as well as a 

description of the amendment process and timeline. 

Additional information and updates on development 

of this amendment is available on the amendment 

action page.  

Contacts 

 Julia Beaty, MAFMC, jbeaty@mafmc.org, 302-

526-5250  

 Dustin Colson Leaning, ASMFC, 

dleaning@asmfc.org, 703-842-0740 
 

 

Scoping Hearings for Bluefish Allocation 

and Rebuilding Amendment 
  

MAFMC News Release, 1/13/2020 
 

NJ meeting will be Tuesday, February 18, 6:00-8:00 

PM - Ocean County Administration Building – Room 

119, 101 Hooper Avenue, Toms River, NJ 08753 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council will hold eleven supplemental scoping 

hearings to gather public input for the Bluefish 

Allocation and Rebuilding Amendment. The Council 

is developing this action in cooperation with the 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission in order 

to (1) update the goals and objectives of the Bluefish 

Fishery Management Plan (FMP); (2) perform a 

comprehensive review of the bluefish sector 

allocations, commercial allocations to the states, and 

transfer processes; and (3) initiate a bluefish 

rebuilding plan. Scoping hearings will be held 

between February 13 and March 4, 2020. Written 

comments will be accepted through March 17, 2020. 

 An initial round of scoping was conducted in 

the summer of 2018 to gauge public interest in the 

development of an amendment. Since then, 

recalibrated Marine Recreational Information Program 

(MRIP) estimates became available and were 

incorporated into the 2019 bluefish operational 

assessment. The assessment concluded that the stock 

was overfished but not experiencing overfishing. The 

Council and Commission subsequently recommended 

including the rebuilding plan into this ongoing 

amendment. Because the additional issue modifies the 

scope of the amendment, the Council is holding 

additional hearings to provide the public ample 

opportunities to comment on the expanded scope of 

the amendment. 

Public comments during scoping will help the 

Council address issues of public concern in a thorough 

and appropriate manner. Some management questions 

for consideration in this amendment include: 

 Are the existing goals and objectives appropriate 

for managing the bluefish fishery? 

 Is the existing allocation between the commercial 

and recreational sectors based on the annual catch 

limit appropriate for managing the bluefish 

fishery? 

 Are the existing commercial state allocations 

appropriate for managing the bluefish fishery? 

 Are the existing transfer processes appropriate for 

managing the bluefish fishery? 

 What is the appropriate approach to take for 

rebuilding? 

Learn More 

The Supplemental Scoping and Public Information 

Document contains background information on 

bluefish management and on issues that may be 

addressed in the amendment. This document, along 

with additional information and updates on 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/5e1484ee3f8ed65e2080f85e/1578403056336/SFSBSB_allocation_scoping_PID_Jan2020_final.pdf
http://www.mafmc.org/actions/sfsbsb-allocation-amendment
http://www.mafmc.org/actions/sfsbsb-allocation-amendment
http://www.mafmc.org/s/Bluefish-Scoping-Document_Rebuilding_Final.pdf


 

development of this amendment, is available on the 

Council’s website at this link.   

Contact 

Please direct any questions about the amendment to 

Matt Seeley, (302) 526-5262, mseeley@mafmc.org.  

Hearing Schedule 

To see full schedule for all states click this link. There 

will also be an online webinar hearing at this link. 

 Please note that some hearings will be held 

immediately before or after scoping hearings for an 

ongoing Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 

Commercial/Recreational Allocation Amendment. A 

schedule for those hearings is available at this link. 

Written Comments 

In addition to providing comments at any of the 

scheduled public hearings, you may submit written 

comments by 11:59 pm EDT on Tuesday, March 17, 

2020. Written comments may be sent by any of the 

following methods:  

1. ONLINE: At this link 

2. EMAIL: mseeley@mafmc.org 

3. MAIL or FAX: Dr. Christopher Moore, 

Executive Director 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

800 North State Street, Suite 201 

Dover, DE 19901 

Fax: 302.674.5399 

Please include “Bluefish Scoping Comments” in the 

subject line if using email or fax, or on the outside of 

the envelope if submitting written comments. All 

comments, regardless of submission method, will be 

compiled into a single document for review and 

consideration by both the Council and Commission. 

Looking at Fishing Management 

History through Archives of the 

JCAA Newspaper 

By Tom Fote 

For many years I have been asked to write a 

book about the history of fisheries management based 

on my experience.  My wife, the ghost writer, has 

promised marital issues if I decide to write a book.  

Every year on vacation, I look for articles in the JCAA 

Newspaper archives that are as true today as they were 

when originally written.  It is surprising how little has 

changed in 26 years, for which I have the JCAA 

archives.  So, I have decided in lieu of a book, I am 

going to sort and classify the existing articles and 

share them with you.  In beginning this process with 

1994, I found FMLR for March.  This is what we in 

the publishing business call a tease.  As you read this 

article, you will think it was written in 2020.  Since 

there is 26 years of articles to reread, this process will 

not be done quickly. If you don’t learn from history, 

we just keep repeating the errors.  Below is the 

Fisheries Management Report from 1994. 

 

 

Fisheries Management &  

Legislative Report   
 

By Tom Fote 

(reprinted from JCAA Newsletter March 1994) 
 

Striped Bass 

The Atlantic State Marine Fisheries 

Commission (ASMFC) is in the process of drawing up 

the commercial and recreational regulations that will 

control striped bass in the future, Amendment 5 to the 

Striped Bass Management Plan. There are supposed to 

be numerous public hearings in each state and 

ASMFC will also be conducting four public hearings 

as they are required to do by law. 

The states and the ASMFC will also be 

accepting written comments for the public record. 

Here is how the public process will work. If you care 

about protecting the striped bass resource and the fair 

distribution of this resource, it is important to get 

involved now. 

 I see signs that make me feel the resource and 

the recreational community are going to take it on the 

chin yet again. 

 First, here is a little of my background so you 

will understand that to me the protection of the 

resource comes first! But, if we are going to divide the 

resource, both commercial and recreational 

communities must be treated equally. I have attended 

almost every Striped Bass Management Board 

Meeting, Striped Bass Technical Committee Meeting 

and Striped Bass Workshop that was held since 1988. 

I have read thousands of pages of research and text on 

striped bass and, on rare occasion, find time to catch 

one. I am not a preservationist, against the harvest of 

http://www.mafmc.org/actions/bluefish-allocation-amendment
http://www.mafmc.org/council-events/2020/bluefish-allocation-and-rebuilding-scoping-2
http://mafmc.adobeconnect.com/bf_allocation_rebuilding_scoping/,
http://www.mafmc.org/newsfeed/2020/mafmc-asmfc-sfsbsb-allocation-scoping-hearings
http://www.mafmc.org/comments/bluefish-allocation-rebuilding-amendment
mailto:mseeley@mafmc.org


 

striped bass, even though I have only kept two striped 

bass in the last two years.  

 In fact, striped bass are one of my favorite fish 

to eat. So please understand that the position I am 

about to explain is formulated by my desire to see the 

recreational community be allowed to harvest its fair 

share of the available resource and not have the 

commercial community take advantage of our 

sacrifices in the name of conservation. 

 When the ASMFC opened the Striped Bass 

fishery in 1989 they allowed the commercial fishery 

to harvest at 20% of its historic levels based on the 

years 1972 and 1979. The recreational community 

was supposed to be allowed an 18 inch size limit in 

Chesapeake Bay and a 28 inch size everywhere else 

along the coast, year round. The two exceptions were 

Delaware Bay and Hudson River, which had different 

regulations. Naturally, the commercial community got 

its 20% of the historic catch and, in the case of 

Maryland, they are now fishing at 40% of their 

historic level. Unfortunately, the recreational 

community was never allowed to harvest what the 

plan called for because the ASMFC said it would 

exceed the statistical combine mortality rate of .25. It's 

ironic that the commercial community was not 

considered for reduction and actually was allowed to 

increase their catch even though they are part of the 

total mortality rate. The result of the relaxed 

restrictions on the commercial catch was the 

recreational catch was even more restricted, causing 

the refusal of lower size limits on the recreational 

side. What was even worse was that the proposed 

recreational size limits and seasons were not even 

close to 20% of the historic recreational catch. 

 Let us look at what the recreational fishery was 

doing in the ASMFC base years 1972 through 1979. 

All the states in the Chesapeake Bay were at 12 inch 

minimum size limits and unrestricted bag limits. 

Along the coast, all the states had no bag limits except 

New Jersey and most states were at 16 inches. What 

this means is when the fish were in heavy, some 

recreational fishermen were sometimes going home 

with 50 striped bass that had to be just 12 or 16 

inches.  

 If we are going to pick a recreational 

management regime to use as a guide line, let's use the 

most conservative state's management regime. New 

Jersey had the most restricted historic catch because 

its regulations were a 10 fish bag limit with an 18 inch 

size limit. To achieve a 20% recreational allocation 

using the most conservative approach anglers should 

have been allowed 2 striped bass at 18 inches. But the 

ASMFC was not interested in treating both sides 

equally. Instead they wanted to make sure the 

commercial fishery was given all the fish they could 

possible get and, basically, give the recreational 

fishermen the bare minimum to keep them quiet. The 

ASMFC should not even be discussing increasing the 

commercial quota until the recreational community 

reaches parity at 2 fish at 18 inches year round. 

 Many of the people involved in the ASMFC 

say all the "sports" need is one fish. Of course, these 

people probably have never fished on a pier or jetty 

with people trying to supply their families with a high 

protein meal. They haven't fished on party or charter 

boats with people that had to save their money for the 

opportunity to try to catch fish to put away a couple of 

meals in the freezer. Furthermore, no one should be 

required to eat a larger fish than anyone else because 

we know that smaller fish have less contamination 

then the big ones. It makes more sense to allow 

recreational fishermen to harvest smaller fish because 

it has been proven that we consume more fish and run 

a greater health risk from contaminated fish. 

Consumers who purchase fish don't eat anywhere near 

as much fish per annum, yet a majority of the 

commercially sold fish are 18 inches. This is going to 

be even more important because another area besides 

the Hudson River has been found to contain high 

levels of P.C.B. in striped bass population. 

 What can you do to stop this inequality? First, 

you must get involved and keep informed. You must 

attend the public meetings and tell fisheries managers 

what you want. Next you should write to the people 

that represent you at the Commission. The state 

director and governor's appointee represent the 

governor of your state so write the governor's office of 

your state. The third representative is a legislator from 

your state so contact him personally. The governor 

and legislator need your vote and let them know it. 

Demand that before any further commercial increases 

are permitted, you want the recreational community to 

receive an equal base of 20% of its historic catch. If 

this can't be done then commercial interests should be 

reduced and any increase must be equal on both sides. 

If you don't do anything, don't come crying to me. 

Fluke 

 For the last couple of months, the recreational 

community that relies heavily on the fluke fishery 

have been gnashing their collective teeth. The 

Councils and Commission, through their technical 



 

committees, told us we would probably exceed the 

recreational cap in 1993 and have to take a reduction 

in 1994. The recreational community was worried sick 

that it would see a reduction of the already small six 

fish bag limit, if the cap was exceeded. Many charter 

and party boat operations depend heavily on fluke and 

a reduction would be the death knell of their 

businesses. What they succeeded in doing was getting 

some people so scarred that they agreed to be short 

changed in their allocation for 1993. 

 The Monitoring Committee met on March 2nd 

and instead of being over our allowable 1993 cap of 

8.38 million pounds, we actually caught 

approximately 6.2 million pounds. That means the 

recreational cap was under fished by 2.2 million 

pounds. The Monitoring Committee then tried to say 

that we were over our target number of fish, even 

though we were under our target weight. They 

conveniently forgot what this number really meant 

and that it had nothing to do the target catch weight. I 

didn't forget! 

 Last year, when the Monitoring Committee 

was setting up the bag limits, they stated that the 

average size fluke that recreational fishermen catch is 

2-1/2 pounds. The Committee then set up a bag limit 

that corresponded to this weight so we would not 

exceed the cap. Plugging in some other figures, like 

catch rate and number of fishermen participating in 

the fishery, they decided on a six fish bag limit. The 

Fluke Advisory Committee told them they were 

wrong and that the average weight should be 1 1/2 

pounds. The Monitoring Committee ignored their 

expertise and that's why we fell short of the cap in 

1993. We could have had a much higher bag limit last 

year, especially if every state had been in compliance. 

There were five states out of compliance last year, so 

instead of receiving the 40% share of the catch the 

recreational sector was promised, it only received a 

32% share of the catch. Short changed again! 

 I called a meeting on March 7, 1994 with the 

charter boat captains of the Cape May Party & Charter 

Boat Assn., the president and vice-president of Jersey 

Coast Anglers Assn., the president of the Thousand 

Fathom Club South, members of the United Boatman, 

and New Jersey's Sea Grant Recreational Specialist. 

Prior to this meeting I had made calls to key members 

of the recreational communities from Maine to 

Virginia explaining what had transpired last year and 

what some of the options were for 1994. 

 I explained that we were supposed to be at a 

cap of 8.38 million pounds last year and even with 

five states out of compliance (fishing over the caps 

poundage as prescribed in the plan) we fell short of 

the total recreational cap by 2.2 million pounds. If 

those states had been in compliance, we would have 

fallen short of the cap by an additional few hundred 

thousand pounds. 

 For 1994, the cap will be raised from 8.38 

million to 10.67 million pounds. That means that we 

have an increase of 2.29 million pounds due, in 

addition to the 2.2 million shortfall under the 1993 

regime. The actual total increase should be 4.5 million 

pounds. You must understand that for years I have 

fought against other fisheries quotas being maximized, 

saying that it is better to err on the side of 

conservation. I would support this philosophy with 

regard to the fluke plan, if the Councils and 

Commissions had not pasted three new amendments 

to the plan during the 1993 season and spent hundreds 

of thousands of dollars monitoring the commercial 

catch to make sure that the commercial side caught 

every last pound of their quota. This process actually 

resulted in some states going over their quota by as 

much as 400,000 pounds. 

 After looking at the way the quota and cap 

were treated and understanding the 60/40 split, in 

effect, turned out to be a 68/32 split, the 

representatives in attendance voted to support a 10 

fish bag limit, recognizing that the chance of 

exceeding the recreational cap at that bag limit in 

1994 was slim to none. If we are going to give the 

commercial community every opportunity to 

maximize their quota, we must give the same 

consideration to the recreational side. 

After that meeting, I attended the joint meeting 

of the Mid-Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Council, 

Demersal Committee and ASMFC Summer Flounder, 

Scup and Sea bass meeting prepared to fight for an 

increase to a 10 fish bag limit with the support of 

JCAA., the United Boatman, Cape May Charter and 

Party Boat Assn., the Rhode Island Charter Boat 

Assn. and the Virginia Charter Boat Assn. In addition, 

I was representing all the Governor's appointees to the 

ASMFC, and on their behalf, made a motion for a 10 

fish bag limit and a two week extension to the season. 

It was seconded by the State of New Jersey's 

representative. The support I was expecting from the 

various groups that had previously expressed their 

wish for a 10 fish limit did not materialize. The only 

two groups that maintained their backing of this 

position were the JCAA and the Rhode Island Charter 



 

Boat Assn. The United Boatman's representatives 

actually came out in support of an 8 fish bag limit!  

 It was difficult for me to comprehend that 

regardless of whether we were fishing at 8 or 10 fish, 

if the statistics show we have to reduce our catch in 

the future, it still makes no sense to give away two 

fish now. 

 Not surprisingly, since it was the recreational 

cap they were discussing, the commissioners and 

council members were not worried about recreationals 

being way under our allowable cap. When I asked if 

we should be more conservative on the commercial 

side of the equation, you could have heard a pin drop! 

Not a comment was made. 

 As usual, because the recreational community 

can't get its act together, it will take it on the chin, 

once again. Next year, if we are under by another 2 

million pounds and the commercial community has, 

once again, maximized their quota, I'll be sitting here 

like I did with striped bass saying, "See, I told you 

so!" 

 Recreational fishermen have always done the 

right thing, feeling it better to conserve the resource 

and not maximize quotas or caps, and I have always 

agreed with that philosophy. The problem I see with 

this tact is that when you conserve on one side, the 

statisticians and fisheries managers basically utilize 

that savings for other purposes. A prime example 

would be what is happening with striped bass. The 

recreational side is well below the mortality rate along 

the coast and Maryland, realizing this, took advantage 

in their spring fishery by harvesting an additional 

5,000 fish that were supposedly part of their allotted 

coastal quota, but they were being caught in the bay. 

Those groups with good intentions and that support 

ultra-conservative size and bag limits are being 

circumvented by fisheries managers who allocate their 

hard earned savings to other user groups. This 

problem is causing me a lot of anxiety and is forcing 

me to deal with both sides on a strictly equal basis, to 

ensure that both sides have the opportunity to utilize 

their quotas.  

Weakfish 

 The Weakfish Board Meeting shows that 

politics still overrides what the scientists, congress 

and most of the fishermen, both recreational and 

commercial, are saying. The driving force for passing 

the "Atlantic Coast Fisheries Cooperative 

Management Act" was the sorry state the weakfish 

stocks are in at the present time.  Fisherman and 

congress realized that they could not force the state 

responsible for the majority of the over fishing, North 

Carolina, to come into compliance with the plan. 

 Weakfish are a species that had a coastal range 

from Massachusetts to Georgia, but most of the 

fishermen in New England can't remember what a 

weakfish looks like, it been so long since they have 

had a viable fishery. The ASMFC Boards have 

mandated that other species regulations must have all 

the states in compliance in short order. The date that 

states have to be in compliance on fluke is May 1, 

bluefish is September 1 and sturgeon is September 21.  

Most of the existing plans will force compliance in the 

calendar year 1994. The Weakfish Board refused to 

make the hard decision and bring all the states into 

compliance with the Weakfish Plan, aimed at 

protecting the weakest fishery of them all, quickly. 

Instead they whimped out and will permit North 

Carolina and other states to be out compliance until 

sometime in 1995. This is a disgrace! 

 The congressional representatives that passed 

the "Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 

Management Act" are probably unaware of the way 

the weakfish situation is being handled, so write your 

congressional representative today and tell them how 

unhappy you are with the way the bill is being used. 

Demand that all states be brought into compliance 

with the Weakfish Plan immediately, to protect the 

remaining stocks of this extremely depleted fishery. 

Blackfish 

 I attended the hearing on the proposed size 

limits on blackfish. What I heard from the fishermen 

in attendance is that blackfish should be managed the 

same way that fluke are, to insure the historic catch 

ratio of 90% recreational and 10% commercial. This 

means if you are going to reduce the recreation catch 

by increasing the size limit then it is necessary to 

reduce the commercial catch to keep the historic ratio 

the same. This is how all management plans should be 

formulated I am disgusted with management regimes 

that reward the sector that destroys a fishery. The 

weakfish plan did not establish the plan along the lines 

of the historic catch ratio. It allowed the commercial 

sector to keep over harvesting the resource until the 

recreational catch had dropped to 10% of the fishery 

instead of the historic 50% of the total catch. It is 

common knowledge that as stocks become depressed 

by over fishing, the commercial side catches a greater 

and greater portion of the remaining fish. Then they 

told us to reduce our 10% by 25%. What should have 



 

happened was the catch should have been allocated at 

50% for each user group and then each side would 

have reduced their 50% by 25%. That would have 

been fair, but who ever said fisheries management 

plans had to be fair. In the bluefin tuna fishery, 

managers totally ignored a 100 year old recreational 

dominance in that fishery and rewarded the 20 year 

old purse seine commercial fleet that destroyed the 

fishery. If we are not careful the same thing will 

happen with yellowfin tuna. We cannot allow 

management plans to get away with this any longer!  

Bluefish 

 The Bluefish Board met and decided that states 

would have to be in compliance by September 1, 1994 

in both their recreational and commercial sectors. The 

recreational bag limit will be easy to enforce but as 

the plan is written now the commercial quota is a joke. 

New Jersey and most other states will not be able to 

monitor their commercial bluefish quota like they did 

with fluke. They will only have the National Marine 

Fisheries Service data and this won't be available until 

six months after the end of the year. That means we 

will not be able to tell if a state over fished its 

commercial quota until six months after the fact. If the 

quota is exceeded there is no mechanism in the plan to 

make them take it off the following year's quota. The 

only side that can really be regulated is recreational 

sector. So what else is new. That is why the JCAA 

and other groups always said this was a bad plan.  

JCAA analyzes management plans in-depth to make 

sure they do what they are supposed to do and will not 

support plans that won't work. The truth of the matter 

is that the recreational community has been fishing at 

a 10 fish bag limit for 3 years. The commercial 

community has been over fishing its 20% quota for 

last two years and will continue to do so because of 

the way the plan was written. The discussion at the 

Board was maybe the plan should change to increase 

the percentage for the commercial side or do away 

with base lining the commercial catch, altogether. 

What's really scary is last year a developing purse 

seine fishery was shipping bluefish to Venezuela and 

hopes to grow the export market in 1994. 

 The original reason for the bluefish plan was 

the fear of a purse seine fishery developing around 

this species, which are tight schooling and highly 

susceptible to this type of gear. The only reason 

bluefish had not been targeted by purse seiners in the 

past was their low market price. Until now, the market 

price has been the only inhibiting factor preventing 

increased efforts to purse seine bluefish. With new 

processing boats coming into the picture, the cost of 

catching and processing bluefish is being reduced and 

as I write this report, I've received word that there are 

additional purse seine boats preparing to enter the 

bluefish fishery this coming year. I will be watching 

the developments regarding this fishery and hopefully 

the Mid-Atlantic Council and ASMFC will be doing 

the same. The only worthwhile provision of this plan 

is that if there is dramatic increase in commercial 

catch due to the introduction of this highly effective 

gear, these boats can, supposedly, be shut out of the 

fishery all together. Stay tuned for further 

developments. 

Tom Fote is the Jersey Coast Anglers Legislative 

Chairman and the Governor's appointee from New 

Jersey to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission.  Contact Tom at 908-270-9102 or FAX 

at 908-506-6409 or at: 22 Cruiser Court, Toms River, 

NJ  08753. 
  

 

Nominations Sought for New Recreational 

Electronic Reporting Task Force 
  

NOAA Fisheries News, 11/20/2019 
 

 NOAA Fisheries and the Marine Fisheries 

Advisory Committee (MAFAC) are pleased to 

announce the opening of nominations for the new 

Recreational Electronic Reporting Task Force. This 

Task Force will provide expert advice to MAFAC, 

and subsequently NOAA Fisheries Leadership, on the 

generation, delivery, and use of electronically reported 

data from private recreational anglers to assist NOAA 

Fisheries in fulfilling its mission activities. The 

information provided by the Task Force and MAFAC 

will assist NOAA Fisheries in fulfilling its central role 

in providing useable high quality, accurate data on 

recreational fisheries.  

 The Task Force will be comprised of 

approximately 10 individuals who demonstrate subject 

matter expertise and experience in one or more 

relevant fields including, but not limited to, sampling 

statistics, survey methodologies, citizen science, 

fishery stock assessment science, electronic 

monitoring or reporting, fisheries management, 

database development and/or management, mobile 

technology applications (apps), and marine 

recreational fishing.  



 

 It is not intended that all Task Force members 

be scientists or researchers, however, other members 

should have experience with issues related to the 

generation, delivery, and or use of opt-in electronic 

data, public attitudes about participating in such 

programs, or similar ecological self-reporting data 

systems from which parallels can be drawn. At least 

one member of MAFAC will serve as a member of the 

Task Force. 

 All subject matter experts who meet the 

membership criteria outlined in the Federal Register 

Notice are invited to submit nomination materials, and 

self-nominations are acceptable. Membership is 

voluntary and, except for any potential reimbursable 

travel and related expenses, service is without pay.  

All details are in the Federal Register Notice that 

published today. 

 How to submit a nomination:  Nominations 

should be addressed to Heidi Lovett and must be 

postmarked or have an email date stamp on or before 

January 21, 2020 (NMFS Office of Policy, 1315 East 

West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910; or 

heidi.lovett@noaa.gov).  

 For more information please contact: Assistant 

Executive Director, MAFAC or 301-427-8034. 

Recreational Fishing is in a Slow 

Death Spiral in New Jersey 

By John Toth 

 The cover of our JCAA January 2020 

newsletter had a headline “Bluefish Disaster NMFS 

Destroying our Fisheries Again”.  This headline says 

it all!  At their joint meeting in December, the Atlantic 

States Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and the Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAMFC) 

voted for a coastwide standard of only a 3-fish bag 

limit for private anglers and a 5-fish bag limit for 

charter and party boats for bluefish.  Not only did they 

vote in favor of a draconian measure that drops the 15-

bag limit to these lower limits, but they also created a 

rift between the for-hire sector and private anglers due 

to separate quotas for each of them. This will 

inevitably lead to disputes over the quotas given to 

them and fighting amongst themselves. This is a bad 

precedent and may spill over to other species like 

fluke and make fishery management all the more 

difficult than it presently is. Additionally, the three-

fish limit would hurt kids who like to catch snappers. 

Catching snappers leads many kids to become anglers 

in later years. Also, this affects fluke fishermen who 

want to use snappers for bait and shark fishermen who 

need to stock up their freezers with bait. 

 These decisions by the ASMFC and the 

MAMFC were made without any input from 

recreational anglers! Had we been able to comment, 

we would have asked why the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) allowed millions of pounds 

of bluefish to be transferred from the recreational 

sector to the commercial sector? This has occurred 

over the last number of years. We would have also 

told them that Sandy has decimated a lot of structures 

that hold the baitfish that bluefish feed on. Extensive 

sandmining to repair the beaches damaged by Sandy 

has also taken its toll on lumps like Harvey Cedars 

that hold baitfish. Climate change is another factor.  If 

we are not catching many bluefish like we used to do, 

then why is there even a need to drastically reduce our 

bluefish quota if we are not catching them? We do not 

know for sure why bluefish are not around in our local 

waters like they used to be, but, the bottom line is that 

recreational anglers are NOT responsible for this 

alleged drop in bluefish stocks. 

 However, it appears that NMFS has heard 

enough blow-back from recreational anglers and now 

it wants to hear public input before it makes a final 

decision on which way to go with bluefish 

management. The MAMFC announced that it will 

conduct a Scoping Hearing on the Bluefish Allocation 

and Rebuilding Amendment. The meeting in New 

Jersey will be held on February 18, 2020 from 6:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Ocean County Administration 

Building, room 119, 101 Hooper Ave., Toms River. 

Also, written comments can be received by email at: 

mseeley@mamafc.org or by snail mail to: Dr. 

Christopher Moore, Executive Director, Mid-Atlantic 

Fisheries Management Council, Suite 201, 800 North 

State Street, Dover DE, 19901. With your comments, 

include the phrase Bluefish Scoping. Comments must 

be received by 11:59 Easter Standard time, Tuesday, 

March 17, 2020. 

 Before you thank NMFS for this change of 

heart, think of their process in its coming up with this 

ill-conceived bluefish plan for us. We often hear that 

they have to cut back on our quotas for bluefish and 

other species because they have to follow the rules set 

by the Magnuson-Stevens Act. This act also requires 

NMFS to review the economic impact that such new 

quotas will have on the recreational industry.  When 
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NMFS comes up with new quotas, we never see any 

reference to what economic impact their new quotas 

will have on our fishing industry. While the people 

involved in NMFS that are making decisions on how 

many fish we can or cannot keep do not suffer any 

economic consequences, our recreational fishing 

industry is being decimated by their decisions. How 

many boats, tackle shops and marinas have gone or 

are going out of business because of the draconian 

decisions made by NMFS on our fisheries? NMFS 

management often points out that they have to follow 

data that they know are flawed. So, fix it already! Get 

the funding to develop better data collection! We are 

tired of hearing about models that have flawed data in 

them used to justify cuts to recreational fishing 

quotas! 

 I (and a lot of other anglers) have been 

involved with so many of these meetings with these 

management individuals and we are always told that 

our quotas for various species will be cut affecting 

number of fish we can keep, size and seasons for 

them. Incredibly, at one of these meetings in 

Philadelphia a number of years ago, NMFS staff even 

wanted to close one of the summer months for fluke 

since they claimed we overfished our quota. This 

summer closure did not happen, but think of the 

economic consequences to our recreational industry if 

it did! This damage to people trying to make a living 

in our fishing industry does not enter their decision-

making process. While their jobs are secure and their 

paychecks come on a regular basis, individuals in the 

recreational sector are struggling to make a living and 

this five bluefish limit will make it even harder for the 

for-hire boats to stay in business. When I think of all 

of the decisions that have come down from NMFS 

over the many years, I cannot think of ONE GOOD 

THING NMFS and their representatives have done for 

the recreational sector! They do think that they are 

doing their job by continually reducing our 

opportunities to fish. 

 I have tried to engage NMFS to change this 

picture by writing a letter and sending it to Mike 

Pentony who replaced John Bullard as the 

Administrator of NMFS in the Northeast Region. The 

letter I wrote to Pentony was on JCAA letterhead and 

indicated that John Bullard had a Round Table 

meeting on April 3, 2017 with about 25 anglers to 

review a number of issues that are of concern to us. 

 These issues were not resolved and that we 

wanted to have another Round Table meeting with 

Pentony to discuss these issues that we feel are 

important to us. John Bullard was not a friend to the 

recreational community and I was hoping with this 

new change in leadership that it could put us on a path 

to resolve issues like black sea bass. The stocks are 

healthy by the numbers of NMFS, but we continue to 

have reduced seasons to fish for them. I sent this letter 

to Mike Pentony on December 3, 2018 and I have 

NOT even received the dignity of a response from his 

office! Well, I guess the more things change, the more 

they stay the same! 

 During our meeting with John Bullard, I 

remember Ray Bogan saying to him, “we need your 

help since the recreational community is dying a slow 

death because of the decisions from NMFS that are 

continually going against us.” Unfortunately, it seems 

to me that this is not going to change in the near 

future. 

CC:  Mike Pentony 

        Wilbur Ross, U. S. Commerce Secretary 

Public Access 

By George Browne  

 This is going to be a long column. There is a 

lot to report on this month. 

 Since New Jersey Public Law 2019, Chapter 

81 (public access law) was signed into law in May of 

2019, there have been multiple meetings in Trenton 

between DEP and various stakeholder groups.  

 As anglers we are one of the stakeholder 

groups. Both John Toth and I have represented JCAA 

at every meeting we have been invited to beginning 

with the first meeting in July 2019. Last Friday, 

January 10, 2020 was the latest public access 

stakeholder meeting I attended. Then on Wednesday, 

January 15th, John and I attended a Coastal 

Management Plan (CMP) 309 Stakeholder meeting at 

Monmouth University.    

 The public access law meetings and the CMP 

309 meeting are for different purposes, but public 

access was an issue at both meetings. The Coastal 

Management Plan is required by federal law and must 

be updated every five years. Input from the 309 

meeting is used to create an updated CMP for New 

Jersey and is then submitted to NOAA for approval. A 

draft plan is submitted first (this time by May 1, 2020) 

with the final document to be submitted by September 

1, 2020. The public access law meetings were for the 



 

DEP to get stakeholder input that can be used to write 

new regulations required by NJ P.L 2019, Chapter 81.  

At the 309 meeting four high priority issues were 

identified as needing to be updated. The high priority 

issues are Coastal Hazards, Wetlands, Ocean 

Resources, and Public Access. A CMP, once approved 

by NOAA, then defines how the state will manage 

each of those issues for the next five years. For JCAA 

and other beach users to be part of this assessment 

process is critically important to our rights to fish, 

crab, swim, dive, kayak and otherwise use these tidal 

waters (streams, rivers, bays, AND the ocean). Yes, 

we are aware of the need to mitigate coastal hazards 

and protect wetlands and ocean resources. Those are 

all vital to healthy water ecosystems and we need to 

make sure that the public is supportive of efforts to 

provide that protection. If, however, we are told that 

we are blocked from fishing the shoreline or that we 

are required to have a beach badge to fish anywhere in 

a particular town, why would we support using state 

or federal taxpayer dollars to fix an eroding shoreline 

or replenish their beach?  That is what makes public 

access in the CMP so critical. Without adequate public 

access, the public may resent being kept out and not 

support those projects. When we are not allowed to 

see and use an area that should be open to the public, 

we have no identification with the area and cannot 

appreciate the value of that place. Think of your 

favorite place to fish and how you’d fight to preserve 

and protect it. But stop me from using my favorite 

place and make exclusive, the logic becomes, you 

want me to pay for it, but you don’t want me to use it. 

Then pay for it yourself. That logic can cause a lot of 

damage and just reemphasizes how adequate public 

access is as critical to protect our tidal resources as 

any other thing we can do. 

 At every public access law meeting John and I 

have attended, we have tried, without luck, to get DEP 

to change the regulations and ensure public access. 

DEP has told us that they cannot use regulations to 

improve access, but we don’t agree and have shown 

them instances that are so egregious that action must 

be taken by the state. We have also pointed out where 

we think court decisions support our definition of 

adequate public access. DEP has also been asked to 

improve enforcement of the public access laws. Right 

now, if you file a public access complaint, DEP will 

assign the complaint to a case manager who 

investigates the complaint. If you provide contact 

information with the complaint, the case manager may 

call you for clarification on some of the information, 

but they are not required to contact you. When the 

complaint is resolved, DEP is not required to follow 

up to let you know what the outcome of your 

complaint was. That needs to change. If you take the 

time to file a complaint, and provide your contact 

information, you should know what the resolution 

was. If it was a public access violation and you are 

permitted to use that access point, you need to know 

that. If a violation did not occur and the area is not 

accessible to the public, you need to know that as 

well, so you do not get a ticket for trespassing.      

 What defines adequate public access for 

fishing? In all the meetings John and I have attended, 

we have emphasized that fishing should be permitted 

24/7. That people still fish to put food on their dinner 

table and that charging a badge fee to simply fish is 

discriminatory.  We have worked with other beach 

user groups to create baseline requirements for public 

access. Here is the baseline we feel is appropriate. 

Baseline Requirements for Public Access 

Public access is defined to include visual and physical 

access to, and use of, tidal waters and adjacent 

shorelines, including but not limited to:  

 

 Public access to and in tidal waters and tidally 

flowed lands. 

 Parallel access along tidal waters and shorelines 

below the Mean High Water line with parallel 

access originating at the tidal water/shoreline end 

of the perpendicular access location. 

 With respect to private property, public use of a 

reasonable amount of dry sand above the Mean 

High Water line.  

 Sufficient perpendicular access from upland areas 

to tidal waters and adjacent shorelines. 

 Well-marked and well-maintained perpendicular 

access locations at regular and recurring distances 

not to exceed one half mile distance measured 

parallel to the shoreline. 

 The necessary support amenities to facilitate 

public access for all, including, but not limited to, 

public parking and restrooms, in accordance with 

the requirements set forth herein.  

Nourished and renourished beaches, which constitute 

property of the State of New Jersey, and other tidal 

shores not governed by N.J.S.A. 40:61-22.20 shall be 



 

open to the public and usable twenty four hours a day, 

seven days a week. Access may not be unreasonably 

withheld. 

 Public access shall not be closed except for 

exigent circumstances such as emergencies, 

including fires, gas leaks, electrical emergencies, 

terrorist attacks, police actions, natural disasters, 

etc.  Public access can be limited when a State of 

Emergency has been declared by the Governor and 

travel or access in the immediate area is restricted 

by that declaration. Any temporary restrictions on 

public access shall be lifted when the emergency 

has been terminated or the Governor’s declaration 

of a State of Emergency expires. 

 Activities such as surfing, fishing, diving, 

walking, sitting on the beach, etc. may not be 

restricted. People using the public access locations 

when or where lifeguards are not present do so at 

their own risk. 

 In exercising its duty to enforce the public’s right 

of access to tidal waters and their shores, DEP 

shall remove physical and institutional 

impediments to public access.  “Institutional 

Impediments” to public access include, without 

limitation: 

o on-street parking restrictions 

o lack of public access signage 

o requirement of beach tag for: 

 persons engaged in active, non-bathing 

uses of the beach (e.g., fisherman, 

divers, surfers) 

 transient users (e.g., distance 

swimmers, persons strolling along 

water’s edge) 

 During seasonal hours of operation, the entity 

responsible for managing a beach or beaches may 

charge fees for use of the beach, but may not 

charge fees or require a badge for resting on dry 

sand from activities such as surfing, diving and 

fishing, nor for transient activities in tidal waters 

(e.g., distance swimming) or along the wet sand 

(e.g., strolling along the water’s edge).  

That is adequate public access. It’s time to 

define real public access and have it enforced.  All we 

want is equal access to all tidal waters. It shouldn’t 

vary from town to town. We want one set of rules that 

apply equally.  It is going to take time and effort to 

improve access, but we can only get it if we work on 

public access. At some point you may be asked to do 

your part by writing or calling legislators or the 

governor. We know what we want, and we want to 

make it enforceable. We will continue working with 

other beach users to change DEP’s belief that they 

cannot improve access by regulation. We may have to 

go for a new legislation, but we aren’t giving up or 

going away. 

JCAA 3rd Annual 

Beefsteak Dinner & Fishing 

Seminar – April 4 

By Paul Haertel 

On Saturday, April 4
th

, 2020 the JCAA will be 

holding its third annual all you can eat Beefsteak 

Dinner and Fishing Seminar. The event will be held at 

the Forked River Tuna Club located at 18 Bay Ave., 

Forked River, NJ. Doors will open at 5 PM with 

seminars beginning at 6 PM. Come in early to look 

around the club, have a drink, socialize and check out 

our silent auction prizes. Fishing seminars will be held 

from 6-7 PM by speakers yet to be determined. Then 

at 7 PM an all you can eat beefsteak dinner will be 

served by Nightingale Catering. Salad, French fries, 

beefsteak and dessert will be served along with soft 

drinks, coffee and tea. A cash bar will also be 

available. The silent auction winners will be 

determined and then the affair will be concluded with 

a 50/50 drawing. Tickets are just $50 per person and 

may be reserved by contacting Paul Haertel at 973-

943-8201 or anglerpmh@aol.com. 

Youth Education Report 

By Greg Kucharewski 

HOFNOD BILL 

I received the following from Arnie Ulrich, 

HRFA:   HOFNOD Bill / A5113 / S3457    Assembly 

Speaker Craig Coughlin needs a nudge to Post the bill 

on the floor of the Assembly. Please Help! Time is 

running out. We’re not exactly sure when the next 

Assembly voting day will be.  December 16, 2019 the 

Senate passed the HOF-NOD bill, S-3457, by a 38 to 

mailto:anglerpmh@aol.com


 

0 vote.  Now it's time to encourage Speaker Coughlin 

to post the bill for a vote in the Assembly. Please call 

him at 732-855-7441 or send him an email at 

asmcoughlin@njleg.org. He has said that he did not 

want to act on any supplemental appropriations until 

the new session. He has to understand that the funding 

for HOFNOD does not come from the general fund 

but its funding is generated from a surcharge that is 

assessed on each drug conviction and placed in an 

account to be used for drug interdiction programs.  So, 

there is no cost to the States tax payers and the 

programs that draw funding from this account are only 

funded if there are monies in the account. 

NJ HOFNOD WORKSHOP 2020 

The Division of Fish & Wildlife will host a 2-day 

Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs (HOFNOD) leader 

training May 15-17, 2020, at the Lighthouse Center 

for Natural Resource Education in Ocean County.  

Registration is required and due by May 1, 2020.   

New Jersey HOFNOD facilitator workshops are 

hosted by the DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife and 

it was well worth the time to learn creative aquatic 

activities to teach youngsters the importance 

becoming environmental stewards.  During the 

program, you can  learn about the following activities:  

Conservation & Experiential Education Concept 

Mapping - What do you know about fish and/or 

fishing, Ecological Awareness & Wildlife 

Interdependence, First Impressions, exploring our 

“perception” about wildlife and ourselves, water, 

shelter and appropriate space to survive; Fish Biology 

- Anatomy, Fins & Parts of a Fish, Rods and Reels - 

Know your Lures & bait, Watersheds, Point & non-

Point Pollution, Fly Tying, Environmental Action and 

Stewardship, Rules & Regulations and Angler Ethics.  

This workshop is a great learning experience. If you 

are interested in attending a NJ HOFNOD workshop, 

please phone or email Liz Jackson, NJ HOFNOD 

Coordinator Phone: 908-637-4125 x122 email: 

liz.jackson@dep.state.nj.us. 

SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST FOR HIGH 

SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ is inviting 

high school students to submit a series of original 

social media posts focusing on a vulnerable NJ 

species. The contest helps to develop students’ 

experience in STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Mathematics) and apply critical 

thinking and project management skills.  

Entry is free and gives students the chance to 

win a cash prize and be eligible to win a day in the 

field with a wildlife biologist. Entry deadline is 

February 28 and social media posts must run between 

March 1 and March 8, 2020 at midnight.  For more 

information visit this link. 

HIGH SCHOOL FISHING TEAMS 

New Jersey high school fishing teams are 

already gearing up for the Governor’s Surf Fishing 

Tournament 2020.  With the onset of colder 

temperatures high school fishing club students can 

prepare for the tournament by tying rigs and teasers 

for fishing next year.    We encourage more schools 

and organizations to enter the tournament. Schools 

that would like more information about the GSFT can 

contact Karen Byrne at 609-748-4347 or e-mail 

karen.byrne@dep.nj.gov. 

JERSEY SHORE SURFCASTERS 

We appreciate the continued support of the Jersey 

Shore Surfcasters for our veteran Play HOOK-e from 

PTSD and NJ HOFNOD youth fishing program.  We 

look forward to working together during 2020.  Don’t 

forget to come out and support Surf Day on February 

22, 2020 at Brookdale Community College, 765 

Newman Springs Road, Lincroft, New Jersey 07738. 

DISABLED VETERAN BEACH BUGGY 

ACCESS 

Received from Senator Christopher J. 

Connors, Assemblyman Brian E. Rumpf, and 

Assemblywoman DiAnne C. Gove office:  Please be 

advised that companion legislation, S-1703 and A-

715, which would exempt disabled veterans from 

beach buggy permit fees, was passed by the full 

Assembly on January 13, 2020.   

The legislation has now passed both Houses of 

the Legislature and is on the Governor’s desk for his 

review and consideration. Please contact your 

legislators and encourage the governor to sign the bill. 
 

 

SUPPORT OUR 

TROOPS! 
 

http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/education/edge2.0/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Please Support Our Sponsors! 

2019 Sponsors List 

Grand Prize Sponsors 

Starcraft Marine - www.starcraftmarine.com 

Yamaha - www.yamahaoutboards.com  

Yacht Club Trailers - www.yachtclubtrailers.com 

Major Port Sponsors ($2500 plus) 

Costa - www.costadelmar.com 

Fuel Ox - www.fuelox.com 

Icom - www.icomamerica.com 

Tica - www.ticaamerica.com  

The Fisherman Magazine - www.thefisherman.com 

First Place Port ($1200 plus) 

Fisherman’s Headquarters - 

www.fishermansheadquarters.com 

Liberty Landing Marina -www.libertylandingmarina.com 

South Harbor Marina - 116 Oregon Av., Waretown, N.J.  

(609) 693-3658 

Supporting Sponsors ($200 plus) 

Barb Gail Sportfishing - see on facebook 

Canyon Reels - www.canyonreels.com  

Captain Bill’s Landing Marina - 

www.captainbillslanding.com 

Engel Coolers - www.engelcoolers.com 

Grumpys Tackle - www.grumpystackle.com 

Jersey Coast Shark Anglers - www.jcsa.org 

Jersey Nutz Sportfishing - www.jerseynutzsportfishing.com 

Key Harbor Marina - www.statewidemarine.com 

Pure Fishing - www.purefishing.com 

Sign Me Up Fishing Charters - www.signmeupfishing.com 

Tony Maja Products - www.tonymajaproducts.com 

Viking Eyewear - www.vkeyewear.com 

Raffle, Door Prize and Gift Auction Sponsors 

Atlantic Bait and Tackle - www.atlanticbaitandtackle.com 

BCM Lures - see on Facebook 

Betty and Nick's Bait and Tackle - www.betty-n-nicks.com 

Bob Campi Plugs - see at BSC flea market 

Captain Cal ll - www.captaincal2.com 

Captain Bill’s Custom Tackle Supply - 

offshore1@optonline.net 

Canyon Candy Tackle - www.canyoncandytackle.com 

Caveman Custom Lures - see on Facebook 

Cedar Run Lures - see on Instagram 

Chatter Lures - www.chatterlures.com  

Coastal Fishing - www.coastalfishing.com  

Creekside Outfitters - www.creeksideoutfittersnj.com 

Daiwa - www.daiwa.com   

Davis Custom Lures - Glenn Davis - 732-757-5615 

Discount Tackle Outlet - www.discounttackleoutlet.com  

Fatty Lures - www.fattylures.com   

Fish On - Fishonplugs@aol.com  
Fisherman’s Den - www.fishbox.tv/Belmar/FishermansDen 

Fisherman's Supply Company - 

www.fishermenssupplycompany.com  

FJR Lures - See on Facebook 

Gambler Deep Sea Fishing - www.gamblerfishing.net  

Geckobrands - www.geckobrands.com 

G&H Offshore Products - www.ghlures.com  

Glitter Plugs by Ron Mucci - ronk@comcast.net 

GT-Lures - www.GT-Lures.com 

Guppy Lure Company - www.guppylure.com 

High Hook Lures - www.highhooklures.com 

Hook R. Lures - hookrlures@optonline.net 

Imperium Outfitters – www.ImperiumOutfitters.com  

Jetty Ghost Tackle – jettyghost@live.com 

Joe Bags – www.joebagsoutdoors.com 

Joe Shute Lures – www.fishfindertackle.com 

Johnny’s Tackle - www.johnnyotackle.com 

JP Fishing Lures – See on Facebook 

K4 Lure Building – see on Facebook 

KTS Custom Fishing Products – www.ktscustoms.com 

George Kalwa, Artist – Georgekalwa@comcast.net 

Kevin Bogan’s Custom Rods – www.kevinbogans.com 

Kevin’s Lures - kmarkow@aol.com  

Key Harbor Marina - www.keyharbormarina.com  

Keystone Lures – see on Facebook 

Lacey Marine – www.laceymarine.com 

Lex Lures – See on Facebook 

Loki Lures - See on Facebook 

Luna Custom Lures - see Nick Luna on facebook 

Magictail Bucktails - See on Facebook 

Manhattan Tackle - www.manhattentackle.com 

The Map Guy - Alan James Robinson - www.themapguy.com 

M. Fischer Plugs - see on Facebook 

M3Tackle - www.m3tackle.com 

Miss Belmar Princess - www.missbelmar.com 

Montauk Fishing Gear - www.montaukfishinggear.com 

Murphy's Hook House - www.murphyshookhouse.com 

MX Plugs - www.mxplugs.com 

NonPareil - www.nonpareilfishing.com 

North Atlantic Jigs and Tackle - www.najigs.com 

Northbar Tackle - www.northbartackle.com  

9er’s Lures - www.9erslures.com  

O.B. Fish Company L.L.C. - www.obfish.com 

Okiaya - www.okiaya.com  

Old Mans’s Tackle Box - www.theoldmanstacklebox.com 

PBau Lures - see on facebook 

PPW Lures - Marko Facebook, See on Facebook 

Pappy’s Pride - www.pappyspridefishing.com 

RS Wooden Plugs - Bob Campi - 908-797-7978 

RuRu Lures - William Riker Jr. sales@rurulures.com 

Slammer Tackle - see on Facebook 

Sparky Lures - 732-272-3506 

Sporting Wood - www.northbartackle.com 

Sputterbird - www.sputterbird.com 

Striper Bites - T-czar@comcast.net 

Surf Asylum - See Dave Anderson on Facebook 

Tak Waterman - www.takwaterman.com  

Team Scabelly’s Plugs - Instagram Scabelly 
Tight Line Lures - See on Facebook 

TN -Tackle - www.tn-tackle.com  

Tournament Cable - www.tournamentcable.com  

Twin Forks Traps - twinforkstraps@gmail.com 
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